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FORTHCOMING DATES 


Monday, 12 October 
Monday, 12 October 
Tuesday, 13 October 


Tuesday, 13 October 
Tuesday, 13 - Thursday, 15 October 
Wednesday, 14 October 


Thursday, 15 October 
Sunday, 18 October 


Sunday, 18 — Tuesday, 20 October 
Monday, 19 - Thursday, 22 October 
Tuesday, 20 October 


Tuesday, 20 October 

Thursday, 22 October 

Thursday, 22 October 

Tuesday, 27 October 

Wednesday, 28 — Thursday, 29 October 
Thursday, 5 November 

Thursday, 5 November 


Monday, 9 November 

Wednesday, 11 — Thursday, 12 November 
Tuesday, 17 — Saturday, 21 November 
Wednesday, 18 — Thursday, 19 November 
Sunday, 22 November 

Wednesday, 25 November 

Thursday, 26 — Sunday, 29 November 
Wednesday, 2 —- Thursday, 3 December 
Sunday, 13 December 

Monday, 14 December 

Monday, 14 December 

Tuesday, 15 December 

Wednesday, 16 December 

Thursday, 17 December 

Friday, 18 December 

Sunday, 3 January 2010 


Professional Development - all students finish at 1.30 pm 
AKS School Uniform Sale, Main School Entrance, 11 am - 2 pm 
University of Pennsylvania visit, 12.20 pm —- 1.30 pm, 

SS Presentation Hall 

New Parent PYP Information Session, 8 am, ES Room 40 
Elementary School Photos 

American Universities Linden Tour, 1 pm - 2.30 pm, 

SS Presentation Hall 

Canadian Career Fair, 2.15 pm - 4 pm, SS Presentation Hall 
UN Millennium ‘Stand Up’ Campaign, School Quadrangle, 
7.50 am - 8.20 am 

Secondary School Photos 

Elementary School Year 6 Camp 

University of Bentley and University of Lawrence visit, 

12.30 pm - 2.30 pm, SS Meeting Room 

Elementary School Year 1 & 5 Art Expo, ES Gym 

UN Day (SS) 

Elementary School Progress Report to be sent to parents 
North Eastern University visit, 2.30 pm - 3.30 pm, SS Meeting Room 
ES 3 Way Conferences, Elementary School finishes at 12 noon 
MYP and DP Progress Reports 

Deadline for submitting entries to the EAIFL Students 
Writing Competition 

Professional Development - all students finish at 1.30 pm 
MYP Parent Teacher Conferences, 12.00 pm - 5.00 pm 
THIMUN Singapore (SS) 

DP1 and DP2 Parent Teacher Conference, 12 pm-5 pm 
Elementary School Art Expo 

PADIA Winter Souk 

Eid Al Adha, Arafat Day 

UAE National Day 

Secondary School Winter Concert 

Professional Development — all students finish at 1.30 pm 
ZAKS School Uniform Sale, Main School Entrance, 11 am - 2 pm 
Elementary School Winter Concert 

Secondary School Winter Disco 

Last day of school before Winter Break 

Hirji New Year 

School resumes after Winter Break 


IMPORTANT NOTES ON FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


ZAKS MONTHLY SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE AT DIA 


We are pleased to announce that ZAKS will be holding the first monthly uniform sale on 12 October 2009 
in the main school entrance between 11 am and 2 pm. 


NEW PARENT PYP INFORMATION SESSION, 13 OCTOBER AT 8 AM, ES ROOM 40 


| will be conducting an introductory information session for parents new to the PYP on 13 October 2009 at 8 am in 
room 40 of the Elementary School. This session is an opportunity for you to learn the basics of the PYP as well as ask 
any questions to help clarify your understanding. | hope to see you there. 


Julian Wilcock, Deputy Principal Elementary School and PYP Coordinator 


UN MILLENNIUM ‘STAND UP’ CAMPAIGN 


On the 18 October DIA will again be joining in the UN Millennium Campaign “Stand Up”. This will take place at the 
quadrangle at 7.50 am and will take about half an hour. The event is one of thousands being held around the world 
as part of ‘Stand Up, Take Action, End Poverty Now’. 


Citizens across the globe are demanding that world leaders keep the promises they made in the year 2000 to 
achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The Goals are a set of 8 benchmarks to eradicate extreme poverty, 
achieve universal primary education, to promote gender equality and empower women, to reduce child mortality, 
to improve maternal health, combat major diseases, to ensure environmental sustainability and develop a global 
partnership for development by the year 2015. 


Last year, more than 116 million people — nearly two percent of people on earth — participated in “Stand Up, Take 
Action, End Poverty Now,” breaking the Guinness World Record for the largest mobilisation of human beings in 
recorded history. 


STUDENTS’ WRITING COMPETITION 2010 EMIRATES AIRLINE INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL OF LITERATURE (EAIFL) 


The Students' Writing Competition is an important part of EAIFL. One of the Festival's key aims is to encourage 
young people to start writing for pleasure. Last year's competition had an excellent response from budding writers 
from all over the UAE, with 22 winners selected from several thousand entries. The winners received their prizes 
from the best selling author Anthony Horowitz and winning short stories were published in an anthology entitled 
‘The Sea’. The theme of this year's short story competition is 'The Adventure’. Students are welcome to choose their 
own title and can submit stories in either Arabic or English. There are four age categories with different word limits 
relating to the student's age (as at 5 November, 2009): 


Ages 11 and under up to a maximum of 500 words 


Ages 12 - 14 up to a maximum of 1000 words 
Ages 15 - 18 up to a maximum of 1500 words 
Age 18 plus* up to a maximum of 1500 words 


* for undergraduates in full-time education 


Winning entries, which we very much hope will include stories from DIA students, will be published in a dual 
language book of short stories. Each winner will receive a copy of the book signed by one or more of the famous 
writers who will be appearing at EAIFL 2010, and a selection of books. 


For more information, terms and conditions of entry and submission details, please refer to: 
www..eaifl.com/writingcompetition. The deadline for submitting entries is fast approaching, closing date 5 November 2009. 


Judith Hurst, Head of Library Services 


RECENT HAPPENINGS 


DIA PREFECT BODY - 5 OCTOBER, 2009 


History was in the making on Monday with the 
induction of the first ever DIA Prefect Body. All 

of the chosen students were from Year 13 and their 
responsibilities will include assisting the Dean of 
Students, Heads of Year and Coordinators in the 
implementation of school rules and regulations. 
They will also be role models for the student body. 


20 Prefects where chosen from a large number of 
applicants and it gives us great pleasure to announce 
the names of the successful candidates: 

Head Boy - Aahan Bhojani 

Head Girl - Alanah Pilling 

Deputy Head Boy - Nader Jouzy 

Deputy Head Girl - Brittany Killer 


Prefects: 

Kata Stenman, Olivia Scott, Cara Armstrong, Nadine 
Aregger, Simone Berk, Seri Abu Khader, Omar Ghattas, 
Pranav Parasram, Aidan Ault, Charlotte Nibbering, 
Dennis Jose, Rieva Tharoor, Ammar Khesodia, David 
Pocs, Malik Chabou, Nicolas Arsenault. 


| amsure you will join us in wishing them all the very 
best with this new venture. Congratulations! 


Sheugnet Carter, IBDP Coordinator 
Pascal Ashkar, Head of Year 12 & 13 
Declan Alvaro, CAS Coordinator 


WINNERS OF THE SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 


| am pleased to announce the winners of the Summer Reading Challenge held during the last school holidays. 
Students were asked to record the number of minutes they spent reading and the form was signed by their parents as 
confirmation. Students were encouraged to read books, journals or newspapers and these could be in any language. 


First place: Pratyush Menon 6CC 11,650 minutes 
Second place: Nicole Fischhaber 4CB 8,147 minutes 
Third place: Natalie Fischhaber 7B 5,517 minutes 


Congratulations to all the winners and a thank you to all who participated. 


Judith Hurst, Head of Library Services 


LATENESS 


It has recently been noticed that there has been a considerable increase in the number of students arriving late for 
school. Although the current traffic situation has had some impact on this, most reasons provided by students are 
unrelated. Continuous lateness has a negative impact on student progress and can also be disruptive to the class and 
other students. We therefore kindly request that parents ensure that students arrive at school by 7.35 am, prior to 
morning registration. 


UPDATES 


TRAFFIC INFORMATION 


Thank you for your continued cooperation and patience 
concerning the road works around DIA. Since the last issue 
of DIAlogue there have been some improvements, 
including the completion of the pedestrian pavement by 
the side entrance of the Elementary School, and the 
opening of the temporary exit route. Following 
consultation with Emaar Community Management, the 
rear car park now has an exit on the Emirates Hills side. 
This allows traffic to return to the main road without 
driving past the front of the school. Please note that access 
to Emirates Hills will only be given to vehicles displaying 
the Emirates Hills Resident car sticker, issued by Emaar. 


More and more students are meeting their parents 
using the side entrance. Parents may park in the rear car 
park and have their children met at the side of the 
school, rather than being caught in the traffic 
congestion at the front of the school. Please keep the 
‘Kiss and Drop’ area clear. Do not park in the lane or at 
the entry or exit of this space. Blocking this area creates 
problems for the students and parents entering on foot. 
The security personnel need your cooperation to help 
manage this area. Parking along the street is illegal and 
discouraged. Thank you for your understanding. 


AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 


The new ASA schedule is well underway and with clubs ranging from Extreme Table Tennis to French Drama, there is 
something to cater for every student's interest. Full details of the activities offered and simple online registration is 
available on www.diadubai.com/asa. There are still a few spaces left so don’t miss out! 


CAR SHARE SCHEME 


Parents dropping off children at school are no doubt aware of the traffic challenges. 
Should you be interested in joining a lift-club, you will find notice boards in the entrance 
of the school. Contact details should be filled out on the forms so that parents are able to 
make arrangements for lifts amongst themselves. 


YEARBOOK 


A limited number of 2008-2009 yearbooks are still available for sale, priced at AED 120. 
Please contact the main reception if you would like to purchase a copy. 


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 


We are always keen to share student achievements and experiences in DIAlogue and with the recent break from 
school, we are eager to hear of any events that took place during the summer months. Please forward any news to 
diafeedback@diadubai.com so that we can celebrate these accomplishments with the whole DIA community. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 


COMMENT AND FEEDBACK 


If you would like to comment or give feedback on any aspect of Dubai International Academy, please do so using 
diafeedback@diadubai.com. We look forward to hearing from you. 


{ om 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS 


JUNIOR STUDENT COUNCIL 2009-2010 


The JSC is off to a great start this year, following a very 
successful round of elections. The candidates had to 
prepare a speech outlining what they would like to do 
as a council member as well as the reasons why they 
believe they should be voted on to the council. For 
students in Year 6 this took place in their year group 
assembly, with votes also cast immediately. The students 
of Year 6 were asked to vote for at least two members 
of their class and could also vote for a student from any 
of the five Year 6 classes. 


There are also five Year 5 representatives on the JSC. 
Their elections took place in a similar way except 
speeches and voting was restricted to within each class. 
As usual there was a lot of excitement and participation 
from the children. 


The JSC meets regularly on Wednesday afternoons from 
2.30 pm — 3.30 pm at the school. This is an integral part 
of the student council in order to plan events and 
activities. JSC members have always shown a lot of 
commitment towards their projects and this was evident 
in the first JSC assembly where they introduced 
themselves and the various projects they wanted to 
work on throughout the year. These initiatives promote 
positive attitudes and characteristics among the children 
throughout the school including recycling projects and 
fund raisers. We look forward to your support over the 
next academic year! This year the Student Council 
consists of 20 students. 


The 15 students elected from Year 6 are: 

William Martin, Shahmeer Chaudhary, Raagini Sarkar, Natasha Toms, Mayank Prashar, Haya Sardar, Darcy Smith, 
Vanessa Law, Dhwani Laddha, Aarya Malik, Gabrielle Nieuwoudt, Ashish Tharoor, Hannah Arseneault, Anaa Haider, 
Marielotte Van Ballegooijen. 


The 5 students elected from Year 5 are: 
Lillie Soprano, Alexander Stoleson, Tiana Atapattu, Vivian Sinclair & Brandon McBurney. 


The teachers on the JCS are Mrs. Yvonne Spowart (Year 6), Ms Sonal Sood (Elementary School Counsellor) 
and Mrs Radhika Bhandari. 


The Junior School Council 2009 -2010 


UNIT OF INQUIRY, YEAR 3MK - 29 SEPTEMBER 


On Tuesday, 29 September, Mr. Kayyali kindly volunteered 
as the parent speaker for Year 3MK, giving the students 
information about his job as a Product Manager at 
Microsoft. The unit of inquiry was concerning different 
jobs with emphasis on the skills and training required. 
The students were enthused to see a real xbox and games 
designed by the computer engineers. 


Meetali Khanna, Elementary School Teacher 


YEAR 5 AND YEAR 6 ASSEMBLY - 28 SEPTEMBER 


At the Year 5 and Year 6 assembly on 28 September, 
Year 5TB presented a series of skits and information 
about bullies. As far as bullying is concerned, Year 5TB 
says “STOP! | don't like it!” 


Trish Byrne, Elementary School Teacher 


WHAT IS IT LIKE TO BE A NEW STUDENT AT DIA? 


It feels nice and | feel comfortable and I’m okay with my new class (6SM). | was a bit shy at first 
but then when | saw someone (Abdullah Murad) who | already knew from before | felt better. 

I think I'm going to find a lot of friends this year and I'm looking forward to that. The work seems 
just right on track like the work | had at my old school but the subjects are more interesting. 
There are a lot of new subjects that | didn’t have at my old school for example music, drama, 
swimming. I'm really looking forward for a good year. 

Mohammed Amin Lessan, Year 6SM 


Hi my name is Ann. On the first day when | came to school | did not know what to do but after a 
few days | made friends. | knew another girl who was in my old school. We play a lot of games 
and have group studies, it is really fun. We go to the library and read books. Now | made a lot of 
friends. The school looks really nice. | miss friends in my old school. | like the cafeteria. It’s big and 
I sit with my friends. In this school we have no textbooks. My old school was an Indian school. 

| like my new school. 

Ann Joe, Year 6SM 


| have just arrived in Dubai. Dubai is a really interesting place to live. It is hot but it’s really quite 
nice when you get used to it. My favourite thing here is when you have been outside and you go 
in to a mall or some other place, it is so nice and relaxing, because it’s so much cooler inside than 
outside. It feels like you’re in some kind of palace. In Dubai there are good water parks. | haven’t 
been to any of them but I’m going to go. | think the deserts are really cool. | would like to just run 
around and around in the sand. | love to go shopping. Here it’s not a problem. You just jump in 
the car and off you go. My favourite mall is the Emirates mall, because it has a good food market 
in it. | really enjoy swimming here, because the water is SO warm. | love living in Dubai. 

Ella Holappa, Year 6SM 


It was a beautiful sunny morning when | entered class 6SM. | was feeling a little scared as 
everybody was looking strangely at me. | was very shy and scared but Ms Mackenzie helped me 
and | felt much better. | then went for assembly and it was really good, it was just lovely. Later 
| went for some classes it was really good and easy. The best thing was the big swimming pool. 
It was much better than my old swimming pool. There are many facilities in my school such as 
drama, races, music, etc. There are many things to do. | have also made many friends Amin, 
Abdullah, Patrick, Tim etc. This school is the best | have been to. Overall | am looking forward 
to a good year. 

Ishaan Shahane, Year 6SM 


At first | was scared about making new friends but | made many friends very fast. | really miss my 
old class at Modern High School and especially my best friend who was really close to me. | first 
met her in second grade when we both were new at school. The rest of the class had gone for 
swimming but we did not have our swimming kit so she asked me my name and | asked her name 
and that is how we both became friends. We were best friends until 6th grade when | left 
Modern High and came to DIA. | really like DIA. The pool in this school is really, really big, in our 
old school the pool was half the size of this pool. There are lots of different things about DIA like 
this school has the IB syllabus and my old school used the Indian syllabus. In this school we have 
no text books in my old school we had a text book in every grade. | really like DIA. 

Afrah Kasim, Year 6SM 


| was waiting nervously at my doorstep. The bus would fetch me in a minute from now. | felt 
scared but excited. The bus arrived; the bus lady was really nice to me. In a few short minutes 

| arrived at school. | was a few minutes late but the big problem was | could not remember where 
my class was. | searched and saw a sign saying that the Year 6 classes were upstairs. | followed the 
signs that led to the hallway. Soon | was in my class. My teacher was Ms. Mackenzie. Ms. Mackenzie 
was really friendly and kind. She told me to put my bag on the pegs outside then | came in and 
read a book. In about fifteen minutes, we played a game. Well, in the game we had to remember 
all my class mates’ name. All the girls were really friendly and nice. The person that was assigned 
to me as my buddy was Ola. Ola is really nice and friendly. At break we went to the playground in 
school. It is really fun to play in the playground because there are lots of different things to do. 
However, during lunchtime | went to the library because | was fasting. The library was quite big 
and had a big range of books. So far | have really enjoyed being in DIA. 

Arianna Stewart Year 6SM 


YEAR 3SS WORKING HARD - WE ALWAYS COOPERATE AND COLLABORATE 


ELEMENTARY ASSEMBLIES 


Parents are always welcome to attend the Elementary Assemblies which are held on Days 1, 3, and 5 at 
approximately 7.55 am in the Elementary Gym. One of the opportunities parents have at assembly time is to provide 
very brief presentations (5 minutes) to help increase the awareness of holidays or special events being celebrated in 
other countries. Parents are encouraged to become involved in presentations. Another way to share information is 
to set up a display which children may view. We have had parents and students involved in events such as Lucia, 
Sinter Klaas, Diwali, Thanksgiving, Australia Day, Syttende Mai, Haj and others. Please become a part of our students’ 
rich experiences and share other events of the world. 


Es’ 
SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 


DP 1 & DP 2 SEPTEMBER PARENT EVENINGS 


It has been a busy month for parents of DP students. 
On the 24 September we held a successful DP 
Orientation for parents of Year 12 students and on the 
30 September we held an information evening for 
parents of Year 13 students. In the DP 1 meeting we 
discussed how the course is assembled and the 
requirements set out by the IB for the students. 
Teachers displayed work and their course books in order 
for parents to actually see what their children are 
studying. In the DP 2 meeting, discussion took place 
with regards to deadlines, responsibilities of students, 
fee structures for registration purposes and the final 
countdown towards the May examination session. 


The meetings were very fruitful and | look forward to 
meeting more parents at our Parent Teacher Conferences. 
We have set up a system of either emailing parents on 
Edline, sending a text message or using DIAlogue to send 
information out regarding meetings, information etc. 
Please check these. Thank you to all parents who 
attended these meetings. Please feel free to contact 

me at: sheugnetc@diadubai.com. 


Sheugnet Carter, IBDP Coordinator 


MIDDLE SCHOOL'S MUSIC FESTIVAL 


On 1 October, DIA Secondary School music students, Mr Karinga and | attended the very first annual Middle Schools 
Music Festival in Abu Dhabi. The festival was hosted by the American Community School and it was a fantastic event! 
There were schools present from throughout the UAE and Oman. Our students were involved in a combined choir of 
approx. 100 students and playing in a combined orchestra of about 50 students. Several weeks prior to the event, we 
were given set pieces to prepare and rehearse, and on the actual day we had time to rehearse them all together with 
everybody. The concert in the evening ran smoothly and without a hitch. My personal favourite was ‘Dr Rockeinstein’ 
played by the combined orchestra, it was very funky indeed. This trip was great as it gave our students an opportunity 
to be part of a much larger musical event as well as make new friends and enjoy playing music! 


“There were many talented people there and we helped 
each other with skills on our instruments. The concert 
was also a very good chance for social contact, we met 
other young musicians from all over UAE, and we made 
many friends. The concert was great, | really enjoyed it. 
I’ve never been to such a huge performance before; this 
was also a very good experience for me.”Arthur Zhejing 
Zhu, Year 10 


“Having played the piano for four years, the concert in 
Abu Dhabi was my first experience of playing in an 
orchestra. | was proud to be part of the DIA music 
group and it was a pleasure for me to play in such an 
event. This is the beginning of many concerts to come 
and | hope my humble contribution will add extra 
value”. Keyhan Kamelian, Year 10 


“The band thing was a great experience for me and | 
would love to do it again. My favourite part at the end 
was when we played in front of the crowd. My favourite 
piece was Dr Rockeinstein and that was one of the three 
songs we played; they were Fantasy of the bells, 
Ligature of a Fanfare and Dr Rockeinstein.” Oscar 
Stafford, Year 7 


A big thank you to Mr. Karinga for preparing the choir and overseeing them at the event! Thank you so much 
for all your hard work in getting them together. Thanks must also go to Mr. Impey for his support in making this 
(hopefully) an annual event for DIA. And finally thank you to the students who participated in the event and 
helped to make it such a success! I’m looking forward to next year already! 


Rebecca van de Vlierd, Secondary School Music Teacher 


YALE UNIVERSITY VISITS DIA 


On Wednesday, 30 September 2009, we were very 
pleased to welcome Mr. Abdul Malik of Yale University 
to Dubai International Academy. 


Mr. Abdul Malik, the Associate Director of Undergraduate 
Admissions, gave a very informative talk on the university to 
Year 12 and 13 students and parents, providing further 
information on the academic programmes offered, the 
application process, campus life, scholarships and financial aid. 


Following a student presentation highlighting activities at 
DIA, Mr. Abdul Malik met with interested Year 12 and 13 
applicants, offering further information and advice. 

Mr. Abdul Malik also spent time with a Year 13 student 
who is particularly interested in studying at Yale University. 


Attending parents commented that they found the 
session very beneficial, helping them to make informed 
decisions and thanked the Counsellor for providing the 
opportunity to meet the Director. 


UPCOMING UNIVERSITY VISITS 


Name of University Date of visit Venue 


University of Pennsylvania 13 October, 12.20 pm —- 1.30 pm SS Presentation Hall 


Linden Tours 14 October, 1.00 pm - 2.30 pm SS Presentation Hall 


Canadian Career Fair 15 October, 2.25 pm - 4.00 pm SS Presentation Hall 


University of Bentley and 20 October, 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm SS Meeting Room 


University of Lawrence 


North Eastern University 27 October, 2.30 pm — 3.30 pm SS Meeting Room 


Universities participating in the Linden Tour are as follows: 


Bryant University, University of Denver, Endicott College, Florida Institute of Technology, 
Loyola University Chicago, Ohio Wesleyan University, Rutgers University, Portland State University, Suffolk University, 
Syracuse University and University of Portland. 


Universities participating in the Canadian Career Fair are as follows: 


Seneca College, Mount Saint Vincent University, Memorial University of Newfoundland, University of New 
Brunswick, University of Prince Edward Island, Algoma University, SAIT Polytechnic, Vancouver Island University, 
Columbia College, Ryerson University, Saint Mary's University, Carleton University, University of Waterloo, University 
of Victoria, Cargair Flight Academy, Dalhousie University, College of New Caledonia, University of Calgary, Okanagan 
College, Kwantlen University and Georgian College. 


Ms Rachana Sippy, Secondary School Counsellor 


NATIONAL ROBOTICS OLYMPIAD 2009 


DIA students participated in the National Robotics 
Olympiad 2009 held in Abu Dhabi on 28 September. 
The NRO 2009 is a unique competition formatted for 
mid-school and high-school students to explore the 
world of robot technology. Teams of young students are 
given a few basic problems to solve within a fixed time, 
using a set of standard equipment/parts and certain 
common rules. The theme of the NRO was “Artist 
Robot”. DIA sent two teams to compete in the open 
category of the UAE National Robot Olympiad 2009. 


The first DIA team comprised of Sooraj Muhammed, 
Leandro Dela Cruz and Steven Zulauf. Their robot 
named “Dial Remote Control artist car” could cut paper 
in different artistic ways and could be used for spray 
painting as well. The robot operates using Bluetooth 
signals and is controlled by remote control. The other 
DIA team comprised of Abhinav Menon, Tomas Ferreira 
and Amolvir Taunque. Their robot named “The 
Beethoven 5” could play musical pieces on the piano 
and the drums. 


The competition gave the students an excellent 
opportunity to see other innovations in technology and 
gave them a better understanding of global technology 
issues confronting the world today. All in all, it was 
excellent exposure for the DIA students and provided 
them with a truly holistic experience. 


Hitesh Bhagat, Secondary School Teacher 


SPORTS FIXTURES 


Wednesday, 14 October, 4.00 pm 
Sunday, 18 October, 3.30 pm 
Monday, 19 October, 3.30 pm 
Monday, 19 October, 4.00 pm 


U14 Football vs. UAS @ DIA Boys and Girls 


V Football vs. ASD @ ASD Boys and Girls 
JV Football vs. ASD @ ASD Boys and Girls 


U14 Football vs. ASD @ DIA Boys and Girls 


Tuesday, 20 October, 4.00 pm 
Thursday, 22 October, 4.00 pm 


V Football vs. AAG @ DIA Girls 
JV Football vs. VAS @ DIA Boys and Girls 


Tuesday, 27 October, 4.00 pm 


JV Football vs. AAG @ DIA Girls 


Sunday, 1 November, 3.30 pm 
Friday, 6 November 


JV Football vs. DAA @ DIA Boys and Girls 
Swim meet @ ASD 


Saturday, 7 November 


JV Football playoffs @ DIA 


Saturday, 7 November 
Monday, 9 November, All day 


V Football playoffs/U14 Football Festival @ DAA 
U15 Boys vs. DIS @ DIA 


Tuesday, 10 November, 4.00 pm 


U14 Football vs. AAG @ DIA girls 


Tuesday, 10 November ( C wa 


Sunday, 6 December 


U19 Boys vs. DIS @ DIS 
Tennis vs. ASD 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 


In School Professional Development Workshops 


At the first full Professional Development day of the 
year on 1 October, close to 200 staff members 
participated in the plenary session focused on the DIA 
Philosophy and Objectives. It commenced with the 
school's Director, Poonam Bhojani, identifying the 
school’s 5 key priorities in its 5th year of operation. The 
Accreditation process with the Council of International 
Schools and the New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges began with a review of the Philosophy and 
Objectives of the school. 


John Raught, Senior Operations Analyst responsible for 
Quality initiatives with FedEx in this region led Team DIA 
in an IIR exercise, in which each individual had to identify 
what to them was a critical Issue, explain its Impact and 
make their Recommendation. This gave each and every 
member of the staff an opportunity not only to articulate 
their own concerns but also suggest solutions. 


John used the analogy of a building to describe the 
Philosophy and Objectives of DIA. A visual representation 
showed the Statement of Purpose as the foundation and 
the six Core Values as pillars, all leading to a strong, well 
integrated structure. Teachers worked collaboratively 
according to Year Groups and rewrote the DIA Statement 


Secondary School 
In the Secondary School as a rule, departments tend to 
work in their subject groups on curriculum development. 
Therefore, it was enlightening and stimulating for 
departments to share the outcome of their discussions at 
the previous PD day regarding the alignment of assessment 
criteria between the MYP and DP. The amount of work 
that has already gone into this is impressive indeed, and 
this will be a key factor in further improving transition 
between the programmes. 


Dr Kathryn Brazier, the Subject Leader for Chemistry, 
conducted a Model Lesson with colleagues as students! 
It was a delightful experience to sit on the other side of 
the table with the full spectrum of students ranging 
from the ‘nerd’ to the ‘attention seeker’, all handled 
with aplomb by the ‘teacher’! Following this Junia Rust, 
the Deputy Principal, talked briefly about the 
Professional Review process. 


The Dean of Students, Robert Jennings, conducted a 
workshop on ‘Positive Discipline, Values and the Whole 
School Environment’. He focused on the challenges of 


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 
IB sponsored workshops 


On 1, 2 and 3 October, several DIA teachers attended IB 
workshops conducted at Uptown Primary School in 
Mirdiff. Three MYP teachers from the Math Department 
attended, and from the Elementary School, six teachers 
attended workshops on ‘3 —5 Year Olds and the PYP’. 
One teacher did ‘Action in the PYP’ and six members of 
the Arabic Department went to ‘Integrating Arabic into 
the PYP’. 


of Purpose from the perspective of their particular year. 
They also mapped the Core Values into the IB Learner 
Profile. Being teachers each group had its own creative 
rendition. The posters thus produced were later displayed 
on the cafeteria walls. 


Donavon Reinsmoen, the Assistant Director and 
Elementary School Principal, summarised the mechanics 
of the accreditation process, emphasising that every 
member of Team DIA would be involved; while all 
teachers would be on academic committees, volunteers 
were sought to sit on the general committees. This 
session ended with everyone completing a questionnaire. 


instilling the school Core Values in a multi-cultural 
setting and drew an interesting parallel with the 
aviation industry. The newly launched Mumtaz 
Programme of character building was closely integrated 
into this session. 


The afternoon ended with Eleanor Scarr, the MYP 
Coordinator, introducing her newly appointed team 
members, David Sterling and Caroline Kellet, who will 
revitalise Community and Service in MYP and assist with 
documentation in preparation for the IB visit in the next 
academic year. 


Elementary School 


The Elementary School teachers worked in several small group sessions. It was great to have so many people willing 
to share their expertise and talents with their colleagues (see table below). 


Teacher 


Workshop 


Judith Hurst 


Library Overview 


Stephen Hurren 


Mathematics in the PYP 


Smara Ghafoor 


The role of Science and Social Studies in MYP 


Carmen Benton 


Learning through Play 


Huda Hammoud 


Kidspriation 


Julian Wilcock 


Introduction to PYP Science 


Matthew Greening 


Introduction to Edline 


Sarah Perry & Maria Ancheta 


Music in the Classroom 


Yvonne Spowart 


Agreement Trialing 


Kristiana Reinsmoen & Jennifer Swan 


Phonics and reading strategies for teaching assistants 


Ann Brown & Carmen Benton 


Strategies for teaching aides and assistants 


The Cyclic Review Programme runs on a five year 
schedule as each area of the curriculum is developed 
each year. There were Initial Programme Reviews for 
Social Studies and The Arts. These committees identified 
where throughout the Units of Inquiry these subjects 
were being taught. This is primarily a phase of gathering 
information and identifying strengths or weaknesses. 
Science and ICT reviewed their scope and sequence and 
current application in the subjects. The aim was to 
re-align this with any changes to the Units of Inquiry and 
to ensure adoption into the teaching and learning 
occurring within the school. The Mathematics committee 
focused on implementation in line with the school 
curriculum and IB methodology. Assessment was looked 
at by the Language department to ensure both vertical 
and horizontal alignment of the curriculum in the 
Elementary School. 


These highly productive group sessions culminated with the 
session on Music in the Classroom at the close of the day, in 
which the teachers joined in a group singing session! 


This Professional Development day initiated for the whole 
school what is to be a continuous process of individual and 


collective examination and improvement of practice; it 
enabled our teachers to identify problems; brainstorm 
solutions and to connect theory, practice, and student 
outcomes. On the second Monday of each month school 
will dismiss at 1.30 pm at which time the accreditation 
committees will meet. 


Pratibha Rao, Director of Studies 


H1N1 UPDATES 


Following the guidance of the Department of School 
Health as well as the information provided by the World 
Health Organisation and the US Centre for Disease 
Control, we continue to closely monitor our student 
body for any symptoms of H1N1. Everyone is 
encouraged to follow the precautions of washing hands 
frequently, using the hand sanitizer provided, coughing 
into your elbow, using tissues when sneezing and 
discarding the tissue properly. Importantly, if you don’t 
feel well, stay at home. 


If your child is sick with any of the flu symptoms which 
include fever of 37.8 or greater, cough, sore throat, a 
runny or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, feeling tired 
and/or vomiting or having diarrhoea, please take them 
to a doctor and keep them at home for 24 hours after 
the fever has returned to normal, without the use of 
fever reducing drugs. This may be for one week. 


There have been cases of the seasonal flu among the 
students and one student who has had the test for H1N1 
is likely to have contacted this flu. The Department of 
School Health has requested that the names of all 
students and faculty who may be considered to be in the 
high risk group be sent to them to ensure that they are 
a priority for immunisation. To help prevent the spread 
of flu, please do not send children to school if they are 
sick. Thank you for your help in keeping flu conditions 
minimal at school. 


Donavon Reinsmoen, Elementary School Principal & 
Assistant Director 


| had hoped to write on some other topic but | have 
received a circular from the KHDA which | would like to 
share with you. The KHDA states the following: ‘It has 
been noticed recently that parents of students with 
suspected cases of H1N1 are forcing doctors of different 
health institutions to carry out the laboratory test for 
H1N1, and to provide a fitness certificate when the 
student recovers. Please be informed that, according to 
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the national plan by the Ministry of Health, there is no 
need to perform the H1N1 test unless in special 
circumstances decided upon by the attending doctor, 
and there is no need for a fitness certificate to be issued 
to the school.’ 


During this pandemic, we must keep reminding 
ourselves not to become complacent. The Centre for 
Disease Control emphasises the importance of three 
proven measures to prevent the spread of H1N1: 
immunisation, behavioural prevention (hand and cough 
etiquette, social distancing) and antiviral medication. 
May | also add, if your child wakes up felling unwell and 
has a fever and cough, please do not send them to 
school for at least 24 hours so that you can gauge how 
the symptoms are evolving. With regards to the 
vaccination programme, | will keep you informed of 
developments. 


An article in the British Medical Journal mentions that 
hygiene and physical measures may effectively reduce 
transmission of the respiratory virus including influenza. 
Hand washing at least 10 times a day and the use of 
hand gels reduces illness in schools. CDC stresses that 
influenza is mainly spread through person to person 
contact, by the coughing and sneezing of infected 
people. These people should stay at home and limit their 
contact with others. 


| conclude with the hope that we are able to contain the 
few cases of the ‘flu’ we have had in this school 
community. With your help and co operation | am sure 
this will be possible. 


Dr. Indira George, School Doctor 


